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The main purpose of the African Goodwill Awards being held on 
April 8, 2017 is to recognize, appreciate and celebrate the goodwill 
and contributions made by individuals, churches, organizations, and 
corporations in response to the humanitarian needs of African people 
around the world. 
 
For the past 13 years, the event has delivered a message of hope 
that touches hearts, lift spirits, and inspires the community to partici-
pate in the efforts of helping less fortunate people around the world, 
as well as, in our own communities here in the U.S. Through the hon-
orees’ live footage and documentaries, the event highlights the ac-
complishments and challenges faced by humanitarian organizations, 
individuals and related groups while helping disadvantaged people 
around the world.  The 2017 Annual African Goodwill Awards will con-
tinue the tradition by featuring six incredible humanitarians and 
achievers. 
 

 
The African Family Induction Ceremony on April 8th serves as a 
conduit for erasing the artificial barriers that exist between Africans 
and their relatives in the Diaspora.  The ceremony lays the foundation 
for the formation of a new African family based upon mutual respect, 
love and inclusion.   
 
The ceremony brings families together in a historically personal man-
ner; it encourages dialogue and interaction between Africans and their 
cousins in the Diaspora by providing a platform for all African Children 
to share the African destiny. 
 
The African Family Induction Ceremony provides the inductees and 
their families with a unique opportunity to learn about the rich cultural 
heritage of their new family and to identify with their new family’s eth-
nicity, community, state and country. It also provides inductees an op-
portunity to identify with a particular community whose responsibility it 
will be to immerse them into the culture and more importantly take them to Africa as a member of the 
community with a deserving homecoming celebration.  
 
The African Family Induction Ceremony is available to all people of African descent who express an 
interest in being a part of an African family. The criteria for induction is not solely based on DNA testing 
results, although efforts are made to connect those whose DNA have revealed a particular culture and 
origin with families from that region.  

2017 Goodwill Award Honorees, African Family Inductees & Host Families  

UNVEILED - Details Inside 
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The African Focus Annual Award Nomination Committee presented the 2017 honorees during its November 18, 
2016 Executive Meeting.  Our distinguished nominees were selected based on accomplishments in their respec-
tive fields and contribution to humanity.  The following individuals will be honored on April 8, 2017: 
 

Dr. Mathias Fobi, (Lifetime Achievement Award) nominated for the 2017 Lifetime Achievement  
Award. He is a remarkable scientist, widely known for his discovery in medicine which was also 
named after him “Fobi Pouch”. He has a lifelong history of charity contributions in his home 
country Cameroon, other African Countries and in our immediate communities here in Los An-
geles, as well as, around the United States. He is also widely embraced as a  role model to 
many who have been inspired by his accomplishment and compassion for others.   
 
 

Her Excellency Chief Mrs. Rachel Ogonna Umahi, wife of Ebonyi State Governor, in Nigeria 
(African Goodwill Award), has used her position as the First Lady to fight for widows, children 
and orphans. 
 
 

 
Dr. Michael Obeng (Thy Brother’s Keeper Award) travels to third world countries to donate his 
surgical skills through his non-profit, R.E.S.T.O.R.E Worldwide Inc. Dr. Obeng is among the ra-
re, few surgeons in the world to successfully reattach a limb, and he is an expert in complex re-
constructive surgery, hand, and micro neurovascular surgery. In addition, Dr. Obeng advocates 
for the underprivileged in the United States by educating patients on safe breast reconstructive 
surgery options available after undergoing breast cancer treatment  
 

 

Bruce Abrams: (African Community Service Award) work with the African immigrant communi-
ty, his firm is widely known for providing pro bono services on legal issues for African immi-
grants seeking political asylum in the United State. His intereset in African issues has lead him 
to become an activist on the flight of the 300 school girls that were kidnapped by Boko Haram 
terrorist group in Nigeria. He is fully involved in various African programs in San Diego area . 
 

 
Senator Holly Mitchell (Achievement Award) is being recognized for her con-
tributions in the State of California Government while serving in the Legislature since 2011. As 
part of the Senate’s official leadership, she chairs the Budget Subcommittee on Health and Hu-
man Services and serves on the Rules, Health, Insurance and Labor Committees.   Senator 
Mitchell founded the Senate Select Committee of Women and Inequality.   She has had an in-
terest in politics and activism dating back to her childhood in South L.A. and during her under-
graduate years at University of California, Riverside.   
 
 

Dr. Joshua Olagunju (Community Service Award) moved to Southern California to attain univer-
sity education from Nigeria. He studied public administration, economics and finance. His great 
passion is bringing all the Africans home and abroad together to celebrate their cultural enrich-
ment. He is a great advocate for social equality for all.  He has headed and co-founded many 
community associations in Southern California; Organization of Nigerian Unity (ONU) in Southern 
California, Nigeria Association of Southern California (NASCA). Currently serving as a Board 
Member of NASCA. In addition to being a community activist, he was involved in various demon-
strations to democratize many African countries including against the military rules and apartheid 
government.      

 

2017 African Focus Goodwill Award Honorees 



3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  AFI—News 

African Focus Programs and Projects  

African Focus hosted the Africa Dance Competition Los Angeles 
in collaboration with California State University Department of Dance & The-
aters and Department of Africana Studies, along with Little Ethiopian Com-
munity Resources Center, Yes Boss Fashion, Ankra Fest LA, Yere Fashion 
and MoneyGram International. The African Dance Competition was a re-
markable success with a very talented dancer, Ginny being crowned the best 
dancer with a $2,000 prize.  La Ballet Dfara, a Los Angeles based African 

dance group won 2nd place with a $500 prize. Coming in at 3rd place was University of Riverside Nigerian Stu-
dent Association Dance Group with African Tingz Group with a $250 cash prize. The rest of the incredible con-
testants included African Soul International, Nabtry, Little Ethiopian Cultural Dance, Cheza Ganda Troupe, Vic-
tory Dance Team (note in order of ranking) 

The 2017 African Dance  Competition Los Angeles will be held on July 15, 2017 at Nate Holden Performing 
Theater Arts building off Washington Blvd, Los Angeles California. We are excited about the level of interest 
that the Dance Community of Los Angeles has shown towards this program.  

Our Africa Business & Home Going Tour lead by Betty Arnold, AFI advisory 

Board Chair and our very own Cultural Ambassador Dominique DiPrima, host of Front 
Page KJLH 102.3 fm. was a huge success.   A group of 24 people went on the cultur-
al and business tour to the Motherland, Ghana. Dawn Sutherland, our past Advisory 
Board Chair who presently leaves in Ghana, assisted in making the trip a remarkable 
and historical experience. The success of this program inspired Sybil Harris, a trail-
blazer on the Ghana tour, to a develop a stage play, AKWAABA: The Awakening 
and now she has a documentary movie based on the play on the way.  

The next installment of the African Focus African Home Going Tour will be from June 
18 - June 30, 2017 with eyes on destinations in three beautiful African countries.  The 
tour will start in Ethiopia, and it will include Senegal and Gambia. This is an exciting 
trip and it is very affordable at an unbelievable early-bird cost of $4,100.  The price 

includes round trip airline ticket from Los Angeles to these three countries, hotels, cultural tour excursions and 
breakfast and some dinners, visas and gratuities. This trip is designed for either those who are going to the 
motherland for the first time to see the history of slavery or for experienced travelers to the African continent. 
Join this experienced African Focus team by traveling to Africa and reconnecting with our African past. 

GoodNews Widows Micro Finance Project 

African Focus established GoodNews Widows Micro-Financing Program 
to address one of the greatest challenges in African the plight of widows 
who have abruptly lost their bread winner and head of the household. 
Their condition often results into humiliation, abandonment and scourge, 
especially, if they do have children. We solicit funding from the public or 
individual donors to help provide some limited financial assistance to the 
widows. The grants can only be used to assist those who have demon-
strated their ability and readiness to use the funds to improve their quali-
ty of lives.  Candidates are required to submit their business ideas or 
plans for the use of the grants if selected. The funds are nonrefundable; however they are expected to provide 
progress report every year for three years. We use the grantees reports, as a learning opportunity for dealing 
with other widows’ needs in the future. 

Save The Date—April 8, 2017 
2017 African Goodwill Awards & Family Induction Ceremony 

The Westin Hotel, LAX, Los Angeles  
For more info, please call 310.676.7300 (goodwillawards@gmail.com) 
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HIS IMPERIAL HIGNNESS PRINCE ERMIAS SAHLE SELASSIE 

Special Guest of Honor & 2017 African Family Induction Officiating King 

 

 
 

 
 
 

NANA ADU POKU BOAHENE (H.R.H) 
Tarkwa, Kumasi, Ashanti Region, Ghana, West Africa 

Special Guest of Honor & 2017 African Family Induction Officiating King 

His Imperial Highness Prince Ermias Sahle-

Selassie Haile-Selassie, President of the Crown Council 

of Ethiopia, is the only son of His late Imperial High-

ness Prince Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie and Her Im-

perial Highness Princess Mahzente Hapte-Mariam. He 

is the grandson of Emperor Haile-Selassie. Prince Er-

mias represents the unity of Ethiopia: he is of Amhara, 

Oromo and Guragé background.  

Prince Ermias was born in Addis Ababa on June 14, 

1960, and lived in Ethiopia for a considerable part of 

his early life.  He attended Haileybury college in Eng-

land and received a BA in social studies with a empha-

sis on economics at the University of California in San-

ta Barbara. Prince Ermias continued his education at 

the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy between 

1983 and 1985.   

Prince Ermias is the father of twin sons, born on Febru-

ary 20, 1992—Princes Sahle-Selassie (Christian) and Fesseha Tsion (Rufael).  Him and his wife, Saba Kebede 

married in February 2011.  The Prince and his wife live in the Metro Washington DC area. 

Prince Ermias has a diverse professional background, and has been deeply involved in the development and insti-

tutionalization of democratic principles and market economic philosophies in Africa, particularly in the Horn of 

Africa. He is a vocal member of the expatriate Ethiopian community in the United States and actively follows 

issues related to the Horn of Africa. Prince Ermias has received many awards for his outstanding contributions. 

His Royal Highness Nana Adu Poku Boahene is the 

fourth child and only son of the ten children born to 

Opanin Kwame Poku of Asuoyebuoh and Madam Akua 

Pokua of the Tarkwa royal family in Kumasi, Ghana.  

Nana Adu began his education at the African Methodist 

Episcopal Zion School in Asafo, a suburb of Kumasi in 

the Ashanti region and then proceeded to study science at 

the Obuasi Secondary Technical School.  

   

Nana Adu lived and worked in Germany for seven years.  

While living in Germany he met his wife; she is a native 

of Germany. They are blessed with seven children.  

When Nana Adu returned to Ghana he established his 

business enterprise, Tapo Industry.   

 

After the death of Nana Kwame Nsiah Boafo, his grand-

father, Nana Adu Poku Boahene was enstooled as the 

chief of Tarkwa in April 1997.  He has been active in en-

hancing and providing modern conveniences for the com-

munity of Tarkwa, Kumasi in the Ashanti region by 

building a sanitary facility, a public market, several shopping centers, and a washing bay.  
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Dr. Emmanuel & Mrs. Ama Addo  

African Host Family Ambassadors 
Restoring the lost family ties of Africans in the Diaspora  

 

GHANAGHANAGHANA  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our African American Brothers and Sisters deserve a place that they can call home in    

Africa. We are delighted to introduce you to the new members of our Ghanaian 

family, a heritage to which their forefathers originated.  
 

AKWAABA AKWAABA AKWAABA    
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Regina Latrice Bryant is a dedicat-
ed educator. She worked for ten 
years at the Residential School for 
the deaf in Georgia and retired last 
year after working thirty five years 
in Special Education and Adult 
Education with the Los Angeles 
Unified School       District. She 
acquired proficiency in handling 
the complicated yet important mis-

sion of teaching children with special needs. She encour-
aged students to develop emotionally, socially, and aca-
demically according to their individual needs. She taught 
reading to beginning level adults. The difficulty they experi-
enced learning to read was server as the urgency they felt 
about mastering the task. 
Regina is a National Board Certified Teacher who received 
her education from Savannah State University (B.S.        
Elementary Education, University of Georgia (M. Ed-
Audiology/Hearing Impaired) and Pepperdine University 
(M.S. Administration). She has two life credentials from the 
State of California, one in multiple Subject ( Grades Pre-
school, Kindergarten, Grades 1-12, and Adult Classes) and 
the other, a Specialist (Communication Handicapped). 

 

 

Ray Wilson  

 
 
Ray Wilson (born as Willie La Ray Wil-
son) is an author, speaker, business-
man, administrator and a student of 
life. He is a native Californian, born in 
El Centro and raised in San Diego.  
Ray spent most of his adult life in Los 
Angeles, California.   He is the second 
oldest of nine children.  Ray is the fa-
ther of three adult children.  Ray 
moved to Los Angeles, California in 
1982 to pursue higher education.  He 

received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Admin-
istration and a Masters Degree in Public Administration from 
California State University, Dominguez Hills. Ray has worked 
for the County of Los Angeles for 30 years. He started out as 
an Internal Auditor with the Los Angeles County-Controllers 
Audit Division and worked in several other County depart-
ments.   In 2013, he launched his business 
www.JoinRayWilson.com.  He is known as the Results Coach 
where he provides coaching, consulting, and training services 
focusing on helping entrepreneurs, business owners, profes-
sionals to overcome their obstacles to success.   
       
 

 

Deidra R. Williams retired as Exec-

utive Vice President, for the High 

Tech, Manufacturing, Communica-

tions, Entertainment and Aero-

space Industries at Xerox Corpora-

tion. She provided services to such 

companies as Verizon, ATT, Boe-

ing, Northrop, Sony, Microsoft and 

Cisco.  Currently she is a consult-

ant for Rhodes Family Businesses, which is Black owned 

and operated for over 130 years in New Orleans. Deidra 

provides Sales Process, Customer Relations, Branding  

and Marketing strategy support for Rhodes Funeral Home 

and Life Insurance Companies. Prior to her last role at Xer-

ox was Western Entity Vice President General Manager 

(VPGM) for Xerox Global Document Outsourcing (GDO). 

Prior to this position, Deidra was the Managing Principal 

for GDO, Document Outsourcing and Communication Ser-

vices, covering the Manufacturing, Energy & Automotive 

Industries and she has held many management and sales 

assignments throughout her 30-year career.   

Janice Williams 

Janice Williams was born in Detroit, 
Michigan before moving to Los An-
geles, California in her early child-
hood. Janice was the 2nd born of 
five children, and she has two chil-
dren of her own. A proud grandpar-
ent with two grandchildren, she re-
cently became a great grandmother 
which has brought her much joy. 

Janice Williams is a 30+ year Medical Claims Adjuster and 
also serves as Chief Steward throughout the Kaiser Perma-
nente Organization. As an Executive Board Member in one 
of the largest labor unions, SEIU-UHW, a healthcare union 
to which she is a committed and powerful organizer as well 
as a devoted Labor, Community, and Political Activist.  
Through a once in a lifetime opportunity, Janice got the 
chance to fulfill a long term dream to travel to the mother-
land in June 2016 with African Focus by going to Ghana. 
During the trip to Ghana, Janice met Dawn Sutherland, the 
executive director of Bridge to Africa Connection. During 
this journey, she found her passion as a trailblazer. In her 
early adult life, Janice lost her only son to gang violence, as 
a token of her undying love and appreciation for her son, 
she wanted his name and spirit to live on by starting a non-
profit organization called Mahonda’s Mission. Janice’s trav-
els in Ghana gave her a new found purpose in life to pursue 
funding for children of need in rural areas of Ghana that will 
stimulate change, this, will be known as Mahonda’s Mission. 

  AFI—News 

GHANA FAMILY INDUCTEES 

         Regina Bryant                         Deidra R. Williams 
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Anna McKenzie, affectionately known as 

“Akua”, was born in St. Louis, Missouri. 

She received her professional nursing 

education at the St. Louis University, the 

Homer G. Phillips Hospital School of 

Nursing and Thornton CC in South Hol-

land, Illinois (earned an AA Degree). She 

enhanced her nursing education  at Cal 

State University, Dominguez Hills, CA.  

She worked as a registered nurse for 47 

years and was a licensed nurse in Mis-

souri, Illinois, Kansas and California.  Ms. McKenzie illustrious 

career included multiple directorships, specialized care as an on-

cology nurse, a dialysis nurse and heading a variety of  depart-

ments within the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department. In 

2005, she retired from Los Angeles County USC Medical Center.  

Always one seeking to explore and enhance her interest and expe-

riences, Anna is a global traveler, enjoys playing cards, reading 

and music. She continues to give back in service to her communi-

ty by volunteering at the Department of Public Social Services for 

Los Angeles County.   

Anna is the proud mother of Hope McKenzie-Cannon, Willie 

McKenzie and Danielle Tatum from her blended family. She is 

the delighted grandmother of four young men: Julius, Thaddeus, 

Myles, Spencer and a young lady, Breanna Symone. She has been 

blessed with a third generation, her great grandson Cassius, all of 

whom bring her great joy.  
Anna is an active member of Court 400, Ladies Auxiliary of the 

Knights of Peter Claver and offers her gift of song as a member of 

the choir at St. Michael Archangel Church, Los Angeles CA.  

Her global travel adventures include West Africa,.  “Akua” has 

been to Ghana four times.  During her travels to Ghana she re-

sponded to the “calling” to have an eternal bond with her forefa-

thers and the land of her heritage.   

Chris Newton 
 

Chris Newton was born in Torrance California 

in 1965. In the early 1970's his family moved 

to Long Beach, California. Upon completion 

of high school in 1983 from David Starr Jor-

dan High, he enlisted in the United States Ma-

rine Corps for 4 years of active service (1984-

1988). After being Honorably Discharged, 

Chris worked for Mobil Oil Corporation from 

1988 to 1999 as a Process Technician.  In 

1999, Mobil Oil and Exxon Oil Corporations merged into Exx-

onMobil Oil Corporation –“The Richest Oil Company in the 

World”.  During his tenure at ExxonMobil Oil, he was a Process 

Head Operator, Process Supervisor, and Mechanical Execution Su-

pervisor.  In addition, Chris worked on numerous projects support-

ing the advancement of ExxonMobil Oil’s,  Torrance, California 

Refinery.   His 28 year career ended on July 1, 2016, when Exx-

onMobil Oil’s Torrance Refinery was sold to a company named 

PBF Energy.   With the sale of the Torrance refinery to PBF Ener-

gy, Chris re-started his career with the new company.   

Chris is the son of Carl Newton Jr (deceased) of San Antonio, Tex-

as, and Martha Montgomery of Canton, Mississippi.   His mother 

married Mr. Johnny Washington of Austin Texas in the late 1970's.    

Chris has 4 sisters and 2 brothers. He is a God fearing man and 

Christian by faith.  His hobbies include participating in and watch-

ing sports - football and basketball. 

He learned of the African Focus through Mrs. Betty Arnold during 

Dominique DiPrima's Front Page Radio Show on KJLH.  Chris had 

a long time desire to visit the motherland, in particular, Ghana. He 

was one of the “Trailblazers” on the African Focus  Ghana 2016 

Tour. It was a life changing experience for him.  HIs interactions 

with the people of Ghana were nothing short of "welcoming".  

Chris intends to continue traveling back to Africa and to trace his 

DNA roots.   

   Cheryl Whidby  

Cheryl was born into a 2 parent family. Her 

given name was Cheryl Denise Moore. She has 

4 younger siblings which includes a twin sister 

named Shirrelle, two other sisters and a broth-

er. Cheryl arrived 71/2 minutes before her twin 

sister! Her mother, Doris Marie Moore, a vic-

tim of lung cancer transitioned her life on April 

16th, 2016. Her father resides in Pacifica, Cali-

fornia.  Another important person in Cheryl’s 

life is the oldest elder in the family, Maggie O. Spencer-Mooremy, 

her 95 year old grandmother.  Who lives in California and is a won-

derful functioning “southern” woman.  Cheryl is the mother of 3, 

two sons and one daughter. Her oldest son is Erick Bennett-James. 

Her second son is Judea R. Bennett-James.  Her youngest child is a  

daughter, Iboni R. James.  She is blessed with 6 grandchildren. 

Cheryl currently works in Marketing Advertising Industry with the 

Phone Book known as the Yellow Pages for nearly 20 years. 

Cheryl attended Cal State Northridge, then later continued her stud-

ies, at Los Angeles City, D’Anza Community in Cupertino Ca, San 

Francisco New College in San Francisco, and University of Phoe-

nix. Also, she attended Bryan Medical Institute, medical trade 

school, which enabled her work in the medical field.  She taught at 

Computer Business College the Trade of Medical Tech. While, in 

her mid 30s she was in the entertainment business as an actor and 

as a Stand-up comedian.  

Cheryl is proud of her involvement with her twin sister, Shirrelle, at 

Project Success Academy in the Modesto, Ca community working 

with “at-Risk” children.  The program’s goal was to expand the 

scope of information that the mostly African American & Hispanic 

young people were exposed through events, information, social 

skills and politics. Twenty-five young people were assisted into 

HBCUs outside of California. In 2008 Cheryl and her twin put to-

gether another community event for “At Risk “ kids called Debu-

tants for Christ.  They had 13 Debs and 13 escorts. This was an 

amazing event. Cheryl and Shirrelle were able to share the joys of 

education and becoming a lady, holding yourself accountable for a 

cause, assisting with college enrollment, including loving God. 

Cheryl is currently married to a fine young man, Theodore Whidby 

for nearly 9 years. Her hobbies are writing, movies, fine dining, 

socializing, outdoor sports - camping, horseback riding, swimming, 

boating, kayaking, and most of all learning new things. Cheryl is 

excited about life and she has sense of exploring new possibilities 

to excel. She is interested in her purpose in life as a African Ameri-

can, as a Black woman who would love to embrace her ancestors 

mission for her life today. 
 

 

                    AFI—News 

GHANA FAMILY INDUCTEE 

     Anna McKenzie 
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Diane Martin is the Executive Briefing 
Center Consultant in El Segundo for 
the Xerox Corporation. She manages 
the Product demonstrations and cus-
tomer events for the West Coast Sales 
Operations. Diane Martin joined the 
Xerox Corporation in 1980, She has 
held several positions such as adminis-
trative, Sales Representative and Pro-
ject Management assignments, and 

she is a Peak Performance Awardee. Diane was also active 
in the Black Caucus Organization in Xerox, with a focus on 
The Los Angeles Black Employees, The National Black Em-
ployee Association and The Black Women’s Leadership 
Council. She travelled to Ghana, this summer with the AFI 
organization on its first cultural home going and business op-
portunity tour, visiting the W.E.B Du Bois Museum, Cape Coast 

Slave Castle, The Kakum National Park, The Atunkwa Village 

and other local villages, and The Mampong Herbal Research 
Centre. Diane is an active supporter of the Bridge to Africa 
Connection, led by Dawn Sutherland, who is currently an ex-
patriot living and working in Ghana. Diane also supported 
Betty Arnold and Uchenna Nworgu of AFI with its Ghana 
Tour 2016 by collecting data and by printing and distributing 
flyers, programs, pamphlets, and other materials pertaining to 
the trip. The trip was a phenomenal success!   

 

    Baseemah Penna 
 

 Baseemah Penn was born in Los Ange-
les, California and she was raised 
throughout Los Angeles County. 
Baseemah is one of 11 children, so she 
come from a large family. Baseemah is 
married with four children and resides in 
Azusa California. She is cur-rently a stay 
at home mom with my youngest two boys 
and enjoy being able to do so.  
Baseemah loves to read books, watch 
documentaries and participate in outdoor 

activities. Her family loves to travel, to camp and to throw 
extended family gatherings. A number of years ago, she took 
the steps to trace her roots through African Ancestry and was 
excited to find out her linage was connected to Nigeria. From 
then on it has been an exciting journey connecting with her 
African roots whichever way that she could.  Baseemah had 
the opportunity this past year to trav-el alone to Ghana with a 
wonderful group of adults. Her husband and her are planning 
a trip to the continent with their children, but, not sure which 
country yet.  Maybe back to Ghana! She is looking forward to 
being part of the African Focus African Family Induction Cer-
emony and to starting the next leg of her Sankofa journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Before day in the morning,” After the 
day most United States citizens cher-
ish as the best holiday—Christmas, 
Helen’s parents were given a long 
awaited gift - A Daughter.  Her par-
ents already had four sons.  Helen 
was the breakthrough that led to her 
being followed by five more daugh-
ters, which included a set of twins. 
She graduated from Carson High 

School.  Helen’s college alma mater is California State Uni-
versity Long Beach.  After “dipping and dabbing” into sever-
al majors, she settled for a degree in English with emphasis 
in Creative Writing. One of Helen’s biggest dreams is yet to 
come true, to publish a book – “A Good Book”! Although her 
dream of writing a book has not been accomplished yet, the 
dream of making a pilgrimage to Africa has been fulfilled!!!  
Helen traveled to Ghana, Africa in June 2016 with African 
Focus.  She will forever be happy for making the pilgrimage. 
While in Ghana, Helen experienced a lot of nice things.  
She felt reborn and Helen was renamed.  Her new names 
are “Ekua Ackon”.  She is very proud of her new names.  
Helen feel as good about her African names as the names 
she was given at birth. Also, she fell in love with Ghana - 
the people, the weather, the food.  Including the tourist at-
tractions that she saw were awesome.  Helen plans to visit 
Ghana again.  

  AFI—News 

GHANA FAMILY INDUCTEES 

  
                       Diane Martin                                                Helen Turner  

Additional Ghana Family Inductee on page 17 
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Lorie James is a wife, mother, and 
grandmother.  In May 2016, Lorie 
retired from the County of Los Ange-
les after 26 years of service.  For the 
last 16 years of her county career she 
held positions in the human re-
sources field including Human Re-
sources Manager, Administrative In-
vestigator, and Employee Relations 
Representative.  Lorie earned a 
Bachelor’s degree, a Master’s de-

gree, many credentials, certifications, and commenda-
tions while employed fulltime by the county of Los Ange-
les.  Lorie is also a certified mediator and currently is in-
volved in several community action efforts. Among them 
is mediator between at-risk-youth and their families or 
victims, mediator of civil harassment cases, and advocate 
for the rights of formerly incarcerated people. Lorie’s hob-
bies include attending social events, photography, and 
traveling. Lorie is also a certified travel agent.  

Velva Rena Robertson was born in 
Odessa, Texas. She attended school 
in Dallas, Texas. Velva moved to Los 
Angeles in August 1980.  She has a 
son, Curglin  Robertson a daughter 
by marriage, Tiffany Robertson, and 
a grand-daughter, Camran Robert-
son.  

Velva has been employed by FedEx 
for over 20 years.  Her current role at FedEx is a Service 
Assurance Agent.  In addition, for the past 12 years, she 
has worked part time at Starbucks.  

She enjoys roller skating, skiing, dancing, theater, travel-
ing and watching sports. Velva has been  a member of 
Faithful Central Bible Church, since 1991  and has served 
on several ministries.  She is a member of Virtuous Wom-
en with Wings praise dancers.  

Gregory & Jacqueline Douglas  
Mr. Gregory Stanley Douglas was 
born in the Island of Trinidad and 
Tobago West Indies. He is a re-
nowned artist. Gregory was an 
overall pick for the new artist selec-
tion by the Los Angeles Art Associ-
ation. He also won the 2014 De-
signer craftsman Pyrographic fine 
artist Award for his work.  Mr. Greg-
ory is a member of the Los Angeles 

Arts Association, Trinidad and Tobago Arts Society and the 
Director of Five Rivers All Arts Center, Trinidad and Tobago, 
West Indies  

Leonard L. Craig Jr. was born and 
raised in the city of Los Angeles.  
Raised mostly by his Grand Par-
ents from his mother’s and fa-
ther’s side, he spent a lot of time 
with extended family members.  
His father and Grand Fathers 
were all workaholics, and he 
picked up their trait of working 
hard and long hours, which he 

exhibited throughout his working years. 

Leonard was an only son who grew up around his sis-
ters and mostly female relatives.  His Grand Mothers 
made it a point to teach him skills that would allow him 
the ability to do fairly well in the kitchen and perform 
other domestic duties. Growing up he always had an 
interest in mechanical things, which influenced his se-
lections of job opportunities.  This allowed him to do 
fairly well at trouble shooting mechanical problems and 
helped him to excel in the field of work he settled into 
for a 40 plus year commitment.  Now retired! 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Beltus 
Ngwafang was 
born in  the city of 
Bota in the South 
west region of the 
Republic of Cam-
eroon (Africa) 42 
years ago. His 
parents are both 
from the village of 
Nkwen in the 
North West Re-
gion of the Re-
public of Came-

roon. He has a degree in history and he taught in Cameroon 
for more than ten years.  Beltus migrated to the United 
States of America, six years ago. Currently, Mr. Beltus 
Ngwafang works in the health industry while taking addition-
al courses to reestablish his teaching here in the United 
States. Mrs. Estella Ngwafang was born in the village of Aw-
ing in the North West Region of the Republic of Cameroon.  
She has a degree in management and worked in banking in 
Cameroon for more than five years before migrating to the 
United States of America. Presently, Mrs.Ngwafang works at 
Parkview Community Hospital, Riverside, CA. She still has 
the ambition, to work in the banking sector in the United 
States. 

  AFI—News 

 CAMEROON FAMILY INDUCTEES 

 
Lorie James                                                     Leonard L. Craig Jr. 

Velva Rena Robertson 

Beltus & Estella Ngwafang  

HOST FAMILY 

Additional Cameroon Family Inductee on page 17 
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Ms. Wright has established a track rec-
ord as an effective collaborator for out-
reach and programming with large or-
ganizations, including completed pro-
jects with American Cancer Society, 
Covered California, Blue Shield of Cali-
fornia, Susan G. Komen Orange County 
Affiliate, Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety, Vines Medical Society, with five 
universities; National University, Cal 
State Dominguez Hills, Cal State Fuller-
ton, Loyola Marymount, San Marcos 

University and other community/grassroots organizations, to facili-
tate a greater impact among African American constituents 
throughout the state of California. She has also positioned this 
grassroots regency as a leader in the fight against cancers. The 
G.R.E.E.N. Foundation has a reach and positive impact in the fight 
against cancers that spans from its Orange County base of opera-
tions in Southern California, to the Bay Area in Northern California. 
This year, Ms. Wright constructed Los Angeles collaboration be-
tween certified educators and enrollment counselors to provide 
expansive outreach in African American communities  

 

 

Dr. Ronald Morris  

Dr. Ronald Morris the first of seven 
children born was raised in San Ber-
nardino, California. A trip to Africa in 
his early formative teenage years 
helped shift his focus from being an 
activist with “the Panthers” to educa-
tion. Hence, though growing up in 
the 1960’s in the USA when the 
American Culture did not favor the 
education of African Americans, Dr. 

Morris beat all odds to become one of the first black chiro-
practors in Southern California. He has specialized in anti-
inflammatory conditions associated with musculoskeletal 
problems resulting from motor vehicle accidents, job related 
injuries and industrial trauma. His blemish free national and 
international chiropractic practice career spans more than 
thirty- six years.    During his UCLA’s exchange student pro-
gram, Dr. Morris travelled to the Sierra Leon in Africa and 
while there, he helped establish a medical center. During 
this trip, he fell in love with Africa and later, became an 
adoptive son of His Royal Highness Benjamin O. Uzomah 
of Orlu in Emo State, Nigeria. He made numerous other 
trips to West Africa doing research on traditional herbs. His 
research led to the development of the product “Arthotherm” 
which is very effective against pain associated with Arthritis, 
Degenerative Joint Disease, Musculoskeletal and other joint 
inflammatory diseases. 

Dr. Morris is the proud father of seven children and eight 
grand-children with educational backgrounds ranging from 
graduate to post graduate education. 

 

Growing up in Los Angeles, Melba 
Jackson Carter always had the gift of 
looking at a picture and seeing a 
much bigger vision.  At 18, Carter’s 
humble beginnings started at KPFK 
Radio as a secretary.  Her picture 
became much brighter after she envi-
sioned and became the youngest 
audience-participation-radio-host in 
California.  It was at KPFK Radio that 
she saw the importance of media and 

how influential it is in transforming the lives of people. “My 
mission is to support programs that expand opportunities 
and provide tools that strengthen the family,” Carter 
says.   Carter is committed to improving the quality of life in 
urban communities.  She has participated in local, state and 
federal projects directed at increasing the distribution of 
educational opportunities, wealth and civic resources to 
women and minorities, and was a pioneering Director of the 
Shell Youth Training Academy, a school-to-work program 
studied by RAND Corp and modeled nationally.  She has 
worked with community based organizations and groups, 
including the Los Angeles Urban League, United Way, the 
Tom and Ethel Bradley Foundation,  Para Los Niños, and 
the Brotherhood Crusade.   
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            Ernesta Wright        Melba Jackson-Carter                      

Manka Fokwa 

HOST FAMILY 
 

Ms Fokwa a single mother of 5 
has help pay the education of 
her children. The first son is an 
internal Medicine MD, the 2nd 
a Journalist in Cameroon, the 
3rd a Biomedical Engineering 
graduate of UCLA, the 4th with 
an associate degree is now 
pursuing a career in music and 
the youngest and only daugh-
ter is following the mother’s 
footsteps and pursuing a de-
gree in nursing. 

Ms. Mankaa Fokwa descends from the Bafut Village, 
Cameroon, West Africa and currently resides in Lancas-
ter, California. She is a Family Nurse Practitioner with a 
Master of Science Degree in Nursing.  She also has a 
double Bachelor of Science degree, one in Animal Sci-
ences from Southern University, Baton Rouge Louisiana 
in 1991 and the second in Nursing from St. Francis Uni-
versity, Loretto, Pennsylvania in 1996.  Since gradua-
tion, Ms. Fokwa has spent a considerable amount of 
time and financial resources helping family and friends 
still living in the Bafut Village.  
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Byron McNeish, born in King-
ston, Jamaica West Indies has 
been in the entertainment indus-
try for the past 27 years. He has 
worked extensively with a wide 
range of music from WorldBeat, 
Reggae, Rock, Rap, Hip Hop, 
Blues, Pop, Gospel and R&B. He 
has been an integral part of 
KonLive Touring production staff 

for the past 10 years and has extensive knowledge of Sound 
Reinforcement Production Services, Studio Operations and 
Video Production. 
 
SANDRA IZSADORE is a singer composer/author/activist 
who during the early 1970’s met and revitalized Africa’s rev-
olutionary genius FELA ANIKULAPO-KUTI. Sandra has 
been featured in the Tony Award Broadway Musical “Fela” 
portrayed by Michele Williams of “Destiny Child”, Saycon 
Sengbloh and Paulette Ivory. She has been featured in two 
documentaries one entitled “Beware of Mr. Baker” a docu-
mentary about drummer Ginger Baker, and a documentary 
from Academy Award winner Director Alex Gibney entitled 
“Finding Fela”. Upon meeting Sandra, Fela’s music and po-
litical ideas changed.  
Thus Afro-Beat was born. Sandra is the only featured vocal-
ist on Fela’s music. The song entitled Upside Down, was a 
hit in 1977, and is considered a classic today. Sandra Izsa-
dore is called The Queen Mother of Afro-Beat. Sandra Izsa-
dore is immortalized in Fela’s own Biography 

 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Aubrey Andrew Alan Musgrove 
was born on May 30, 1983.  He is 
a Southern California Native.  
Audrey began drawing as a small  
child by creating beautiful pieces 
of artwork.  
 
Aubrey graduated from University 
High School in 2002.  He attended 
Texas Southern University major-

ing in Visual Art.   
 
Aubrey currently resides in Los Angeles where he contin-
ues his quest for artistic success.  All of Aubrey’s life he 
has had a love for the African culture and he is very excit-
ed about the privilege of being inducted into a Nigerian 
family.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  AFI—News 
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     Byron McNeish & Sandra Izsadore                             Aubrey Musgrove  

Uchenna & Emmily Nworgu 

HOST FAMILY 

 
Mr. Uchenna  &   Mrs.   Emmily Nworgu are the founders of the African Focus 
Incorporated. The organization is committed to the intercultural exchange, ed-
ucation and economic empowerment of African people. Mr. Nworgu is from 
Aba, Igbo ethnic group of the Southeastern part of Nigeria. He is a veteran    
Fiscal Officer with the Los    Angeles County Department of Health Services 
and also former Chair 26

th
 Senate District of California State Senate African 

Trade & Investment Commission. And Mrs. Nworgu is a middle school teacher 
with Los Angeles Unified School district. They are blessed with three children. 
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Rev. Byrd is the Senior Minister 
of KRST Unity Center of 
Afrakan Spiritual Science in Los 
Angeles, California.   Meri Ka 
Ra has lead the members and 
congregation of this spiritual 
community since 1989, at which 
time it was established as Christ 
Unity Center.  Following a 

course of dedicated prayer, study and research, he was 
drawn to the ancient Kemetic (Egyptian) origins of Black 
people in America and throughout the world.  This discovery 
and furthering of his educational pursuits of African history 
and culture lead to the founding of KRST, along with his wife 
and partner, Erica Byrd. 
 
Erica C. Byrd is the Founder and Executive Director of 
Kheper Life Enrichment Institute, a Comprehensive Mental 
& Behavioral Health, Outpatient Rehabilitative & Educational 
Counseling Agency since 2000.  She has incorporated 
Kheper’s policies and practices to be holistic, inclusive, and 
culturally sensitive.  Her professional work entails a commit-
ment to individuals and families to providing integrative ther-
apy and education to assist them in becoming free of self-
limiting behaviors and addictions 

.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Angela M. Gordon came to Los 
Angeles from NYC to pursue a ca-
reer in the entertainment business, 
initially as an actress, but found her 
passion and success in directing 
and producing movies.  She made 
her directorial debut in the 2010 

with the award-winning film How 

Do You Spell Love?,  which provided 

her the opportunity to travel to Africa 

for the prestigious Gold Lion Film Festival and screen her films in 

Johannesburg, and premiere at the U.S. Embassy in Mbabane, Swa-

ziland. She has directed many other short films and created content 

for corporate clients as well. Her most recent film, The Donkey, 

screened in the Rwanda Film Festival, July 2016. Angela will be in 

preproduction for her first feature length film Remy & Chance 

which will be shot between LA and Lagos in early 2017. 

Angela holds a degree in International Business/Finance 
from Howard University and she is the eldest of 4 siblings. 
Prior to becoming a full-time filmmaker with her own produc-
tion company, Blue Ice Pictures, she had a career on Wall 
Street in banking and subsequently in telecommunications. 
She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Wom-
en in Film, African Artists Association, Film Independent, and 
the HU Alumni Assoc.-LA. Angela has been a proud Board 
Member & VP of Communications of African Focus, Inc., 
since 2012.   
AFI has been one of the most rewarding experiences in life, 
on so many different levels.  Her first connection to Africa 
was at the age of 6, when she got a globe and stamp collec-
tion album. Her passion for Africa has continued throughout 
her life. AFI has been like family from day 1, but getting in-
ducted into my Nigerian family is the icing on the cake! It 
brings everything full circle and it’s a super exciting oppor-
tunity of a lifetime!!! 
 

Theodore Whidby  
 
Ted Whidby was born in Detroit Mich-
igan and grew up in Oakland, Califor-
nia.  His father was from Georgia and 
his mother was from Louisiana.  Ted 
married his wife in December of 
2013.   
Theodore attend high school in at 
Castlemont in Oakland, California. 
He attended the University of Cali-

fornia in Berkeley.   In addition, Ted attended Armstrong 
School of Law in Berkeley. 

Based on his biological sister’s DNA results, the family is 
43% Nigerian, 16% Cameroon / Congo, 1% American Indian 
and 22% European.  His research indicated that 80% of the 
people brought to the United States during The Atlantic Slave 
Trade were Yoruba from Southwest Nigeria.  Ted has a 
strong interest in having a Yoruba Family connection.  

  AFI—News 
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       Rev. Dr. Richard & Erica Byrd                              Angela Gordon   

Paul & Angela Babatunde 

HOST FAMILY 

 
Mr. Paul Oluwasola Babatunde is a veteran of the US 
Army and currently works for the US Treasury Depart-
ment as a Federal Reve-nue Agent. He serves in his ca-
pacity as the Sr. VP of the Cultural Affairs Program Initia-
tive for African Focus Inc.       Mr. Babatunde is driven by 
an entrenched sense of responsibility, hard work and 
strong devotion, a trait characteristically common of his 
great Oloola and Asoro-Iko family.        A family of warri-
ors in the distant past but avid cocoa farmers in the Ime-
ko-Afon Local Government of Ogun State, Nigeria.  Paul 
O. Babatunde is married to Angela Babatunde, an archi-
tect by profession, they are parents of two boys 14 year 
old David Oluwadapo Babatunde and two year old  Mi-
chael Babatunde, he hails from Imeko in the Imeko-Afon 
Local Government of Ogun State. He is a graduate of 
Loyola Marymount University, and the U.S Army Leader-
ship and Counseling School, S. Korea.  
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The First Lady of Smooth Jazz is a 
distinction that Gail Denise Jhonson 
has worked a lifetime to achieve. 
Jhonson brings all of her many tal-
ents to bear as soul-lifting spiritual-
ist, next-gen feminist inspiration, big
- picture band leader and, Philly 
street-corner rhythmist; building on 
a foundation of straight-ahead jazz, 
R&B, Funk and Gospel. This is her 

5th solo project on Philly the Kid Records and is scheduled 
for release October 2015. With the loss of her son, her 
daughter off to Berklee College of Music, and unexpected 
surgery; Gail found out quick, that things were changing in 
her life; and time for a new beginning! She starting writing 
and received great tracks from writing partner Chuck Jeffer-
son. (Mr. Calloway, Hands Up). Mike Parlett at Talented Stu-
dios opened his doors and she was ready to embrace a new 
chapter in her music career. Let’s learn a little about HerSto-
ry...born and raised in the city of Philadelphia, Gail’s fascina-
tion with the endless possibilities of the piano began at the 
young age of 10. By 14, Gail had played her first professional 
gig, starting her on a journey that has seen her travel the 
world, touching lives through her gift of music. From her hum-
ble beginnings in Philadelphia, the Black Music Association 
awarded Gail a Spotlight Award in 2010 at the red carpet 
event in Los Angeles; for which she won "Best Jazz Musi-
cian." Her daughter Tamina performed and won “Best Jazz 
Vocalist” in 2011. In 2009, Gail’s CD Pearls garnered the nod 
in the 51st Annual Grammy Awards. For 5 years she was 
music director on the SummerStorm Tour, hosted by Gram-
my award-winning guitarist Norman Brown. 
 
 

 
Carlita Hodges, middle child of nine 
siblings, grew up in the projects of 
Chicago in a challenging world and 
used her socially restrictive environ-
ment as the motivating force which 
transformed a shy girl into an inspi-
rational character in and beyond the 
African-American community.  At a 
young age, when she was still mod-
eling, she met her future husband, 
Craig Hodges. He was a basketball 

player that had just been drafted by the San Diego Clip-
pers (then traded to the Chicago Bulls) .In 1984, when Car-
lita had her first son, Jibril, she stopped modeling and be-
came a full time mother and basketball wife. Any peace 
she may have had, though, was short lived as only a few 
years later when her second son, Jamaal, was three years 
old, he began to grow tremendously weak. He couldn’t 
stand up, he was immobile, and he had cancer – a paralyz-
ing meningioma that had instilled itself in his spinal cord. 
When Carlita was told that her son wouldn’t live to his fifth 
birthday, she didn’t collapse and she didn’t give in. She did 
the research and found the best medical procedure to save 
him. He underwent a risky surgery, lived with braces as a 
child, but ended up with a completely successful surgery of 
his cancer. Today, he is a vibrant young man, popular and 
kindly. He is always helping others and maintains a suc-
cessful career in business management. Carlita has never 
forgotten what the doctors did for her son and will forever 
be grateful! 

 
. 
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                     Gail Jhonson                                            Carlita Hodges 

Steven & Doris Adeneye  

       HOST FAMILY 
 

Mr. Adeleke Adeneye hails from Ibefun-Ilado of Ijebu-OdeLocal 
Government in the South-Western part of Nigeria, West Africa. 
Ijebu (also known as Jebu or Geebu) was a Yoruba kingdom in 
pre-colonial Nigeria. It formed around the fifteenth century. Mr. 
Adeneye graduated with Bachelor of Arts from Southern Universi-
ty, New Orleans and relocated to Los Angeles upon graduation. 
He is married to Doris (A.K.A) "Glorious" who is from Edo state in 
Nigeria. They are blessed with two wonderful children, Genesis 
Abiola 16 years old, and Paul Olorunfemi or "Femi" 12 years old. 
Mr. Adeneye works in the health industry and Doris is a teacher 
with the Los Angeles Unified School district while pursing her post 

graduate degree in Education.  
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Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Dennis 

grew up in a large and musically talented 

family. After graduating from high school, 

he voluntarily enlisted for four years in 

the U.S. Air Force. Upon discharge, he 

moved to Los Angeles, California and 

enrolled in Los Angeles City College. He 

is a natural talent and received an Asso-

ciates of Art Degree in the field of Admin-

istration of Justice. While attending Los 

Angeles City he was also a member of 

the Golden Harmony Choir under the direction of Mr. Wesley 

Abbott. He also took general education courses in theory, 

commercial voice, elementary piano and other music courses 

to enhance his musical talents. He further pursued his educa-

tion in the field of Administration of Justice and enrolled in 

California State University Los Angeles to receive his Bache-

lor of Science Degree. In further pursuit of musical tradition, 

he received an invitation to audition with The Temptations in 

1977 while performing in a local night club in Los Angeles. 

He has also performed at musical tributes for recording artist 

hosted by Gertude & Reve` Gipson.  These artist included: 

Mr. Lou Rawls, Frankie Beverly and Maze, Ashford and 

Simpson, Nancy Wilson and the Spinners, Gladys Knight, 

Dionne Warwick, The Bar-Kays, Teena Marie, The Mary 

Jane Girls, The Temptations, The Gap Band, Rufus Thomas, 

Ms. Mickey Howard, Ms. Sherry Payne (formerly of The Su-

premes) Sam Moore (Sam & Dave) and Pastor Calvin Ber-

nard Rhone to name a few. 

.  

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                             

 
 

Rosalind Scarbrough is the President 
of the SFV NAACP (San Fernando 
Valley National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) cur-
rently in her 2nd two-year term. She 
is a retired Customer Service Super-
visor with the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power after a 32 
year career with perfect attendance 
for 27 of those years. She is dedicat-
ed to fighting injustice and promoting 

racial healing and harmony through: The Power of Love, 
the Power of Prayer, and the Power of Forgiveness. She 
has implemented a program to bridge the communication 
barriers between law enforcement and the African Ameri-
can males through the use of basketball games and after-
ward enjoying a meal together entitled “Breaking Barriers 
Basketball Bash”. She will be pursuing a law license to be-
come a Civil Rights Attorney without going to law school, 
as well as two PhD’s in Theology and Public Administra-
tion. 
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           Dennis Flowers Jr.                                         Rosalind Scarbrough 

Mr. Abdel & Mrs. Mame Mbaye – Bengeloune are from Senegal. Mr. Abdel Beng-
eloune is an accountant by profession and Mrs. Mame Mbaye is the Honorary 
Consul of Senegal in Los Angeles. She attended the University Of Dakar, Sene-
gal with a Bachelors of Arts in American literature and Linguistics.  Her bi-cultural 
background and focus on community collaboration had led her to a number of 
volunteer opportunities and leadership role like African Focus, UCLA African 
Studies, UCLA Fowler Museum, the ILM Foundation for Humanitarian activities, 
(Homeless feedings) and Ndeye Daara in Senegal. She is also currently an inter-
preter in the Los Angeles Superior Court, a real estate broker, and owns a cater-
ing business, La Grande Royale Catering in the greater Los Angeles area. Abdel 
is the founder and co-owner of an Accounting and Tax service. They currently 
are both involved in the Senegalese Association in Los Angeles (S.A.L.A), Mame 
is the Vice President and Abdel is the Treasurer. They are married with three 
children and live in Los Angeles 

 

Abdel & Hon. Consul Mame Mbaye 

HOST FAMILY 
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Fabian R. Wesson is a native of Indi-
anapolis, IN.  She resides in the city 
of Los Angeles and has actively en-
gaged in the community while nurtur-
ing her family that includes four sons 
Douglas, Patrick, Herb III, Justin and 
three grandchildren, Patrick Jeremi-
ah, Maileah Sunshine and Tatyana 
Sky Wesson.  Fabian’s civic engage-
ment is supported by her husband, 
LA City Council President Herb Wes-

son Jr. 
 
Mrs. Wesson is passionate about community service.  Her 
involvement as a co-founding member in the formation of the 
East Culver City Neighborhood Alliance was her first foray 
into political service. Fabian is a member of both the New 
Frontier and Culver City Democratic Clubs.  She is current 
Chair - California Science Center and Exposition Park, where 
she has been a member of the board for sixteen years.  She 
is President of LA Women4Action, an organization she co-
founded 8 years ago, with several women in the community 
to improve the quality of life in our community for positive so-
cial change and to deliver value to its members through ad-
vocacy and volunteer service 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Holly J. Mitchell has served in Cali-

fornia’s Legislature since 2011. She 

was elected in 2014 to represent the 

30th Senate District, which stretches 

from Culver City to South Los Ange-

les, and includes Century City, Che-

viot Hills, the Crenshaw District, 

USC, Downtown and a portion of 

Inglewood. 

Senator Mitchell belongs to the Senate’s official leadership, 

chairing the Budget Subcommittee on Health and Human 

Services and serving on the Rules, Health, Insurance, and 

Labor Committees. She also founded the Senate Select 

Committee on Women and Inequality.  During her six years 

in the Legislature Ms. Mitchell has obtained passage into 

law of more than fifty bills.  Her legislation seeks to improve 

human services, expand access to healthcare, secure wom-

en’s reproductive rights, protect the environment, end the 

trafficking of minors, defend the civil rights of minorities and 

the undocumented and, above all, reduce the numbers of 

children growing up in poverty. Senator Mitchell’s interest in 

politics dates back to her childhood in South L.A. and activ-

ism during her undergraduate years at UC Riverside, follow-

ing which she became a Coro Fellow. She worked as a leg-

islative analyst for the Senate Health Committee and for the 

Western Center on Law and Poverty, and became CEO of 

California’s largest child and family development organiza-

tion, Crystal Stairs. Holly Mitchell considers her most signifi-

cant achievement to be that of being the mother of an in-

quisitive, tech-savvy, teenage boy.  
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      Fabian Wesson                                             Senator Holly Mitchell  

                                                    Honoree & Inductee 

Yeshitila  & Negest Legesse - Wuhib  

HOST FAMILY 

Yeshitila Wuhib was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, he is  a real estate investor and 
invests in convenient wine and liquor stores in Los Angeles.  Negest (Nikki) Le-
gesse was also born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. After graduating from high school, 
Negest moved to Buffalo, New York, to attend college and later moved to Los An-
geles where she completed law school and discovered her deep passion for help-
ing others realize their dreams. Ever since, she has helped many entrepreneurs 
acquire small businesses and has offered her knowledge and experience to ensure 
their             success.  In 2003 she founded the Ethiopian American Chamber of 
Commerce serving over 100 businesses. She also helped organize the Little Ethio-
pia Business Association and created the International Unity Parade and Ethiopian   
Community Development Center. As Co-Founder of Ethiopia Creates, a program 
that fosters and promotes Ethiopian artists and Ethiopian Art.  
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Mattie Robertson has the distinct 
honor of being the founding principal 
of two educational establishments.  
In August 2015 Compton Early Col-
lege High School opened its doors, 
with Mattie at the lead.  This follows 
her years of success at Harbor 
Teacher Preparation Academy creat-
ed in 2002 as one of the first Early 
College Schools to open in the world.  
Harbor Teacher Prep evolved to rank 

among the top performing high schools in LAUSD, the state 
and nation based on U.S. News and World Report ranking 
number fifteen in the state and one hundred nationwide, 
being named a National Blue Ribbon School and National 
Title One Distinguished School and other indicators.  Comp-
ton Early College High School and Harbor Teacher Prepa-
ration Academy boast attendance rates over 98%; the top 
for secondary schools in their districts.  Under her leader-
ship, an average of 55% of her students have earned an 
Associate Arts Degree while in high school. 

 

Verneen Mincey  

Verneen is a District Sales Manager for one of the largest 
transportation and communication companies in the world. 

For the past 36 years her sales efforts 
have been paramount to the success 
of establishing effective working rela-
tionship with businesses as well as 
having a positive impact on the ecom-
merce market. 
  
Verneen loves the study of business 
and has a Master of Science in Strate-
gic Leadership from California Miramar 

University and Bachelor of Science in Business and Man-
agement from Pepperdine University, George L. Graziadio 
School of Business and Management. .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starla Lewis, CEO of C.E.L.L. 
(Celebration of Everlasting Love & 
Life) Consulting, is a transformational 
speaker and life coach who has devel-
oped lectures and facilitated seminars 
on Cultural Diversity, Life Mastery and 
Women’s Empowerment, both nation-
ally and internationally. 
  
Starla’s 40 years of research and ex-

perience in Women’s Studies, Ethnic Studies, African Ameri-
can Studies, and Oral Communication have enhanced her 
ability to connect diverse communities. Starla works with cor-
porations, organizations, and academic institutions. She is a 
performer poet, author and illustrator of Sunkisses, a multi-
cultural/ multilingual coloring book for children and adults. 
Starla creates an "edu-taining" environment through her ex-
periential lectures, workshops and seminars. 

  

  AFI—News 

            UGANDA  FAMILY INDUCTEES 
                     

       Mattie Robertson                                      Starla  Lewis         

Damiano & Dr. Stellamaris Kigoye  

HOST FAMILY 

 
Damiano 

Gonzaga Kig-

oye is the 

President of 

the Ugandan 

Community 

Organization 

in California 

(UCOC), a 

Not-for-profit 

organization with the purpose of promoting Social,   Cul-

tural, and Economic and Educational needs of    Ugan-

dans in California. He is an Accountant and a progressive 

business owner offering full accounting and Tax Prepara-

tion Services in Los Angeles, California. Mr. Kigoye is al-

so the Chief Executive Director of Elgon Logistics, Inc., a 

long haul Trucking Company. Mr.  Kigoye was born in    

Ttala, Kabuwoko, Masaka District of Uganda. He is mar-

ried to Dr. Stellamaris Sendagi Kigoye who is also from 

Masaka, Uganda.  Mr. and Mrs. Kigoye are blessed with 

children.  They are currently residents of Los Angeles, 

California.   Mr. and Mrs. Kigoye are proud members of 

the Baganda tribe of the great  Buganda Kingdom of 

Uganda. Buganda Kingdom which is centrally located in 

Uganda is the largest and oldest of the traditional king-

doms in present-day Uganda and famously known for 

over 800 years of its existence.   

Additional Uganda Family Inductee on page 17 
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Makresha Monik McFashion-Reneau, 

wife and mother of twins, has worked in 

the food industry for over 20yrs. 

Through her work she’s been recog-

nized by several organizations to in-

clude: National Food & Beverage Soci-

ety, Serv-Safe Certification, University 

of Southern California, National Coun-

cil of F&B and United Natural Foods 

for being an outstanding as a three time Circle of Excellence Win-

ner, and knowledgeable Foodservice and Retail Professional.  Serv-

ing the community throughout Los Angeles is her passion. In 2011 

Makresha founded Journey Mosaic Inc. (Journey Sistahs).   

Journey Sistahs is an organization that embraces the multicultural 

elements of women from various walks of life. Journey is commit-

ted to creating personal and economic growth by empowering 

women to action. We seek to embrace culture, religion, relation-

ships and personal commitment to better serve our community and 

families. Standing on the Principle of Sankofa’ we thrive on reach-

ing back. Since, it’s conception Journey has participated in over 

125 Community Events and has changed the lives of many forever. 

10 Torn Layers of Silk was published under Journey and Makresha 

was fortunate to Write & Direct a production in 2013 that sparked a 

flame and exposed the ills of women in our inner-city communities 

and what we as a society can do to make a difference.   Life is a 

Journey and we must all do our best to give and love through it. “I 

Chose Me, in 2017 and I pray that you do the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shirrelle was born as a twin in 1960 to par-

ents that were born and raised in the south, 

Mobile, Alabama who found each other in 

California years later to create her, is an 

extraordinary blessing alone. 

Graduated from Los Angeles High School, 

attended Cal State Northridge and then later 

married a US Army Sergeant to travel the 

world.  She and her husband have 3 beauti-

ful children, a daughter Glynisha Shiel, a 

son Glenford Shiel and a younger daughter Glynnyale Shiel.  They 

now have 2 grandchildren, Malachi and Josiah Shiel.   

As an accomplished salesperson she is also a natural born teacher 

of humanity.  Shirrelle is very passionate about the needs and goals 

of others and helping those go the extra mile to achieve it.    

She is excited about the opportunity to be inducted into the Camer-

on family.  To get spiritually connected again, to establish my roots 

and mentally position herself for the rest of her life is where God 

wants her to be! 

  

 
James Eugene Nobles is the owner and 

chief litigator for the Law Offices of 

James E. Nobles. The practice advocates 

for the rights of workers in California 

and represents workers who have been 

the victims of sexual harassment, race 

discrimination, wage theft and victims of 

employment related civil rights viola-

tions. 

Mr. Nobles was the former general 

counsel to a major nutritional supple-

ments company as well as the in-house counsel for an R&B, Hip- 

Hop record label before he started his own law firm. Mr. Nobles’ 

background in the entertainment, radio, business and eye-medical 

fields has helped him become one of the most effective employ-

ment law litigators in southern California. 

Mr. Nobles is a graduate of the University Of West Los Angeles 

School Of Law where he was the interim president of the Black 

Law Students Association and received CALI and Witkin Awards 

for excellence. He is licensed to practice in all State and Federal 

Courts in California.  
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CAMEROON  
     Host Family: Beltus & Estella Ngwafang                                                                                                             

                         Shirrelle Shiel        

 

UGANDA 

  Host Family: Damiano & Stella Maris Kigoye 

James Nobles             

GHANA 
    Host Family: Dr. Emmanuel & Ama Addo 

    Makresha Monik Reneau        

AFRICAN FAMILY INDUCTEES 
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    JOIN US ON AN EXCITING TOUR OF THE MOTHERLAND 

    AFI—News 
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COMING JULY 15, 2017COMING JULY 15, 2017  

NATE HOLDEN THEATRE NATE HOLDEN THEATRE NATE HOLDEN THEATRE    
LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES    
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